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September 26, 2018 
 

Adaptive Environmental Consulting of New York LLC 
367 Windsor Hwy #452 
New Windsor, NY 12553 
 

Hon. Greer Rychcik 
Superintendent of Schools 
Hyde Park Central School District 
 

In Re: North Park Elementary: September 19, 2018 Sampling and Analysis: Mold Contamination 
 

Dear Superintendent Rychcik:  
 

Our firm conducted a NYS Article 32 Mold Assessment at North Park Elementary School on September 19, 2018.. Adaptive 
Environmental Consulting’s (AEC) services were engaged by your office by your designee, Linda Steinberg. AEC was engaged after 
both public and private concerns were brought to your attention about the status of North Park Elementary School as it relates to the 
mold and environmental issues that were discovered at the beginning of the school year. Our engagement directed us to opine to 
reasonable scientific certainty: 
 

1.) Whether North Park Elementary School as inspected displays conditions requiring mold remediation as defined by New York State 
Article 32.  
 

2.) Whether personal property within North Park Elementary School requires professional cleaning or should be discarded.  
 

3.) Whether North Park Elementary has been remediated to an extent that would permit reoccupancy of the building.  
 

As summary, North Park Elementary is a post war, single-story, slab-on-grade commercial building that operates as a public 
elementary school. Building occupancy supports staff, students, and various district employees. Building users presented a variety of 
complaints related to possible mold growth. Testing and analysis was conducted by Orange Ulster BOCES. The results of those tests 
indicated that the amount of mold exposure within the building was elevated when compared to control samples. Your office directed 
that immediate and substantial efforts be made to correct the deficient performance of the building's mechanical systems, where 
appropriate, and a thorough cleaning of the school. Additionally, you directed your facilities department to research, document, and 
implement an air quality program within the building.  
 
AEC visited the building on Monday, September 17, 2018 to conduct a limited visual inspection, interview site parties as to the efforts 
that had been conducted to date, and to present a sampling plan to your office that would allow you to evaluate whether the school was 
clean and environmentally safe, to the extent possible through inspection and sampling. On September 19, 2018, AEC visited the 
school and conducted the comprehensive inspection at your direction.  
 

AEC performed inspection and collected air-based samples using non-viable air-o-cells (spore traps), surface-based swab samples, and 
ATP site cleanliness assessment samples throughout North Park Elementary occupiable areas. Air-based and surface-based-samples 
were analyzed by EMSL Analytical, Inc. in Manhattan, NY, under chain-of-custody procedures, to determine whether mold spores 
settled within sampled areas creating a possible occupancy and personal property exposure hazard. 
 

Inspection and sampling practices generally aligned to ASTM D7338-10 and ASTM E24158-06, as well and documents provided by 
other varied federal and state entities, and determinations of water and mold concerns were based on standard of care considerations as 
published within ANSI-IICRC S500 (for water restoration) and ANSI/IICRC S520 (for mold remediation). 
 

Based on standard of care review AEC opines provided experience and inspection, with reasonable scientific certainty, these damp 
space issues and associated exposure risks are no longer present within North Park Elementary: 
 

 Previously observed mold growth was not detected in any room by AEC.  
 Previously observed Mold growth was not observed on any personal property by AEC. 
 AEC interviewed custodial and janitorial staff as to the work completed at your direction, and was satisfied with the answers 

provided.  
 Each room now has a dehumidifier and a HEPA filtered air purification system.  
 Analysis of spore traps collected on September 19, 2018 were consistent with normal fungal ecology findings.  
 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to assist your office with the NYS Article 32 Mold Assessment. If you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to contact me at any time. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
 

John Evans NYSMA 000842 
Adaptive Environmental Consulting of New York LLC 
 
JE/je 


